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SYNERGY BOARD — COSTS 

822. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Is the fact that the minister will not answer about how much this is all costing 
because the costs of the board have gone up and not down? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
Again, the standard director’s fee — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Just let me answer it. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The standard director’s fee has stayed; the number of board members, of course — 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I did not ask about individual costs; I asked about the total cost of the board, which 
includes the $550 000 paid to the chairman, the increased fee paid to this director, and all the travel and 
accommodation costs. If the minister is too scared to answer the question, we should all know what the answer 
is. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, the total cost for the board, please. 
Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The total cost of the board, for the directors other than the chairman, remains — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Other than the chairman! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Just let me finish. 
The costs remain the same. I might add that the total cost of the board has reduced over the past year, because 
the number of board members has been halved. The merger led to halving the number of board members. The 
total cost of the board has not changed, except for the chairman. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I know the member thinks he is on a winner, and he made a goof-up of it. He complains 
about a FIFO person whom the previous Labor government put in the position for five years. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, we do not need to 
prolong this. Can you just bring this to a conclusion, please? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: There are four members of the board, three of whom earn $65 000 each—the member can 
add that up—and the chairman gets $550 000 a year, the same as he got at the Economic Regulation Authority. 
We save money from the last chairman of that. There is an increase. However, I must emphasise that putting 
these things together, and halving the board, produces savings overall. 
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